Pencaet Community News
Welcome to the Christmas 2012 edition of Pencaet Community News — the outreach newsletter of Pencaitland Parish Church for the wider community.
Items for the Easter 2013 edition should be received no later than 9:00am on Monday 18 March 2013 although early notification is much appreciated.
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Come to the feast—all are invited!
Stuart Townend, Mark Edwards and Phil Baggaley © 2011 Thank You Music

Vagabonds

Watch, listen and enjoy

Come all you vagabonds,
come all you 'don't belongs',
winners and losers,
come, people like me.
Come all you travellers
tired from the journey,
come wait a while, stay a while,
welcome you'll be.

As well as its all-inclusive message,
Vagabonds is great musically too.
There are folk and Mexican
elements, plus a string arrangement that sounds like a middleeastern wedding feast!

Come all you questioners,
looking for answers
and searching for reasons
and sense in it all;
come all you fallen,
and come all you broken,
find strength for your body
and food for your soul.
Chorus

Come to the feast,
there is room at the table.
Come let us meet in this place
with the King of all kindness
who welcomes us in
with the wonder of love,
and the power of grace.
Come those who worry
about houses and money,
and all those who don't have
a care in the world;
from every station
and orientation,
the helpless, the hopeless,
the young and the old.
Come all believers
and dreamers and schemers,
and come all you restless
just searching for home;
movers and shakers
and givers and takers,
the happy, the sad,
the lost and alone.
Come self-sufficient with
wearied ambition,
and come those who feel
at the end of the road.
Fiery debaters and religion
haters,
accusers, abusers, the hurt and
ignored.

Christmas Fair
Saturday 8 December
11am-2pm
Carriage House

Take a look and listen at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=p_k771zhwfs

Stuart Townend explains the story
behind the song at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=zryGXQb_yXI

Based on Jesus’ parable of the
wedding feast, the song is meant
as an exuberant song of joy.
Townend wanted to convey Jesus’
simple message that all are
welcome to come, and to know
His love.

Santa’s grotto
toys & books
kids’ activities
Christmas gifts & crafts
baking & preserves
soups & filled rolls
And...there’s no entry fee!

But Townend also reflects, with
sadness, that the Church today is
often seen not as a place of
belonging but as a place of judgement which, of course, runs
contrary to the Gospel.
So the song's message is whoever
you are, whatever your situation,
come to the feast! There's also a
challenge for Christians to reach
out to others.
“Go to the street corners and invite to
the banquet anyone you find. So the
servants went out into the streets and
gathered all the people they could
find, both good and bad, and the
wedding hall was filled with guests.”
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Steve’s Plants & Property Services

Community Council
Ralph Averbuch reports...

Maintaining Properties Inside & Out

01875 341158
www.stevesplants.co.uk

Neptune’s Larder
Seafood Specialists
Home deliveries 01875 819191
www.neptuneslarder.co.uk

New Faces
All East Lothian community councils
recently had elections. In Pencaitland two
new faces joined your local council –
Alison Glencorse and Robin Sinclair,
pictured, below. But three seats remain
unfilled. Find out about your new
councillors and how you can make
a difference at http://bit.ly/PCCFACES

Andrew Johnston
Quality Fruit
T: 01620 860714
M: 07860 268208
Hullabaloo
Fun with Music
01875 341679
07966 434591
Classes in Haddington on Mon & Pencaitland on Wed & Thurs.
Book by the block or drop in to one of the baby sessions.

www.hullabalookidsmusic.co.uk

01875
341090

www.catseyecattery.co.uk

Pencaitland Scouts
Scouts had a long and proud tradition in
the village until seven years ago. Now
parents are banding together to revive
cubs, beavers and scouts. Read more or
add you child to the list at
http://bit.ly/PCCSCOUTS.

113 Bus
A new bus timetable has been issued for
the 113 along with new single decker

coaches. If you are a regular bus user with
concerns over the timetable or any other
issues please let us know so we can inform
RELBUS. http://bit.ly/PCC113BUS

RELBUS
The group that campaigns for better rural
buses in East Lothian, has launched a
consultation to help prioritise its
campaigning objectives. Learn more and
join for free. http://bit.ly/PCCRELBUS
Civic Pride Fund
The ELC set up the Civic Pride Fund in
order to support projects that will improve
the image of a village, give it a sense of
place and make it somewhere that local
residents and visitors can be proud of.
Applications for funding go up to £5,000.
Do you have a local idea you'd like to see
happen? http://bit.ly/PCCCPF
Secretary Sought
Your council is looking for a person able to
give 15-20 hours a year to minuting its 10
meetings held in Trevelyan Hall on the last
Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm.
There is a small stipend of £200. To
discuss, please call Ralph on 01875 340
641 or email chair@pencaitland.org.

T: 07904 348205 Joanna Stewart
www.doggiedaycare-online.co.uk

Handmade Jewellery — 10% off for PCN readers!
7 Toll House Neuk, Tranent
01875 611134 www.nancysgems.co.uk

SF Flooring Limited
Sanding and Hardwood Flooring Specialists
0131 669 1133
07554 013924
steveford@fsmail.net

Want to Advertise Here?
£25 for 1 Classified advert or
£65 for 3 — Display adverts
also available.
PCN is delivered to 900+ properties in the parish
boundaries of Pencaitland (8 square miles) extending to
Gladsmuir, Ormiston, Saltoun and Tranent.
To book, please call Sarah on 07866 862251.

Local knitting group contributes to Olympic Games
At ‘Woolfest’ in Coldstream, local lady, Janice Donaldson, heard about
Woolsack’s national initiative to provide a cushion made from British
wool for each of the competitors at the London 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic games—so this seemed an ideal project for the knitting group
that Janice had recently formed with Alison Leakey.
As some of the group were beginners, it proved to be great way of
practising different stitches and colour combinations. The wool came
from various sources including charity shops and friends. And towards
the end of the project a
donation was received from a
wool mill that was closing down.
The group produced 22 cushions
in total and a label was stitched
to each one with a message for
the recipient. An enjoyable
experience, the knitting group
felt they had contributed
something to the Games.
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Minister, David’s Christmas Message
“Light does not modify
darkness. It dispels it.
It cannot ultimately
coexist with its
antithesis. One must
conquer the other. And
the message is that
The Light will prevail...

We may find cynicism jostling
with sentimentality; fantasy with
hard realities; joy with apprehension or even fear; hope alongside
a nagging sense of dread or
despair. These are all very real,
and are not perhaps as mutually
exclusive as they may first seem.

The message of
Christmas calls us to
faith in a God who is not
afar off, but who
entered our world to
engage with the
darkness and to dispel it
– forever.”

We could point to many other
contrasts. While Christmas may
herald a magical family time on
the one hand, it may also
simultaneously come as an
enforced reminder of personal
loss and loneliness on the other,
or of frustrations within the
families we are actually part of.

I've often been struck by the
human capacity to feel two
things at the same moment.
For many years I was a part-time
chaplain in mental health. One
long-term resident, who I'd often
chat to when doing my rounds,
nearly always replied the same
way when I asked her how she
was. “Oh, the usual”, she would
say, “Happy and sad, happy and
sad!”
In similar fashion, with Christmas
meaning so many things to
different people, sometimes our
feelings about the season can
conflict. And we can feel several
things – even contrasting things
– all at the same time.

Pictured, below, is PCN Editor, Sarah Randell
with orphans from the Kibera Slum in Nairobi,
Kenya. Although the children look happy, the
reality of the situation in the slum is that
conditions, which were already desperate, have
got even worse as global recession hits the
poorest hardest. If you can find it in your heart
to donate some money this Christmas, to
provide food for the children, please do so at
soapboxtrust.com Click the Giving tab and
select Kibera (Pastor Evans) from the list of
projects. If you’re a U.K. taxpayer, please tick
the Gift Aid box to increase the value of your
donation by 25%. Thank you so much.

A Latin poet, Gaius Valerius
Catullus (c84 – c54 BC), wrote the
famous lines, “I hate and I love.
And if you ask me how, I do not
know. I only feel it, and am torn
in two”.
There are many, perhaps, for
whom Christmas conjures up a
similar set of love-hate emotions.
On the one hand, the Christian
message contained within the
Bethlehem story is one of
unrestrained joy and exuberance
at the appearance of the Son of
God in human flesh. Yet this sits
side-by-side with an astonishingly

realistic account of the difficulties
and even brutalities of the world
into which He entered. Neither is
tempered by the other. They both
exist together and in collision.
But the purpose is not that they
should remain forever in tension.
Light does not modify darkness. It
dispels it. It cannot ultimately
coexist with its antithesis. One
must conquer the other. And the
message is that The Light will
prevail.
Jewish writer, Elie Wiesel, tells a
story of two Rabbis who met after
the events of the Holocaust. One
said to the other, “After all that has
happened, how can you still
believe”? And the other replied,
“After all that has happened, how
can you not believe”?
The narrative of faith collides with
the narrative of unbelief. The
message of Christmas calls us to
faith in a God who is not afar off,
but who entered our world to
engage with the darkness and to
dispel it – forever.
Herein
springs
hope
eternal.
David

Nicky Neighbour’s Antenatal Classes
NCT antenatal classes are a
great way to prepare for labour,
birth and the first few weeks of
parenting, and to make new
friends. Many of the people
who attend classes together are
still meeting up regularly many
years after their babies are
born.

I love running the classes; it is
rewarding to be involved with
people as they prepare for their
new baby. I get together with each
group after the babies have been
born. This gives everyone a chance
to catch up and share their
experiences and, of course, I can
meet the babies!

The classes are relaxed and
informal, and enable women
and their birth companions to
share their hopes and fears
about birth and parenting and
to explore the approaches that
best suit them.

For more information about classes
and dates please go to
ncteastlothian.org.uk

The Carriage House is a great
venue and I have been running
classes there for five years. I run
three courses a year, with
courses running over five or six
sessions, usually at weekends.

“Great to have small class sizes, friendly and easy to ask questions.” “More
prepared now - good to put mind at
ease and learn more about options.”
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Chariots of Fire
from 2 Kings 6:17
On a hot Friday afternoon
in July 1924 a twenty-twoyear-old Scottish athlete
won the 400 metre race at
the Paris Olympics. He ran
the race in 47.6 seconds –
less than one minute – and
yet the story of that
athlete, Eric Liddell,
continues to draw
attention and respect
almost ninety years later.

As a Christian, Liddell ran the
race described in Hebrews 12,
where we’re encouraged to
throw off everything that
hinders and run with
perseverance the race marked
out for us with our eyes fixed on
Jesus.

In his principled choice not to
race on a Sunday, Liddell won
the respect of many who did
not share his faith as well as
those who did. And it’s
perhaps surprising that his
story should continue to be
viewed as positively as it is in a
secular age that has little time
for the faith and commitment
shown by Liddell.

eyes fixed on Jesus.”

In his own day, he was urged
to forget his scruples—it was
argued that he was showing
an unpatriotic spirit by
refusing to run in the 100
metres simply because the
final was to be held on a
Sunday. Apparently he
preached in the Scots Kirk in
Paris that day. But Liddell
famously stood by his decision
and became as famous for a
race that he did not run as for
one he did.
When he left for missionary
service in China, crowds at
Waverley Station sang the
hymn “Jesus Shall Reign”.
Contrast that with the
‘celebrities’ of our age who
achieve fame and fortune for
very little. Maybe we hanker
after the notion that there are
more important things in life.
Eric Liddell gave up any
fortune that might have been
his to spend the rest of his life
serving others in Christ’s name
in China.

“...we’re encouraged to throw
off everything that hinders and
run with perseverance the race
marked out for us with our

Photo: copyright of Eric Liddell Centre

Euan Burton, our own Olympian
Pencaitland has a famous son in Euan Burton who has represented
Team GB at the Olympic Games twice in Beijing and London 2012 in
the sport of Judo and has been a successful medallist in two World
Championships and three European Championships.
His interest started as a young boy of 6. His father who enjoyed
Karate encouraged both his sons to participate in this and many
other sports and Judo ‘grabbed’ Euan early on. He quickly became
competent under his first coach who continues to coach locally.
There have been many other special people around him during the
advancement of his career to whom he owes much.
Another major influence in his life to help him achieve his goals has
been his parents, Ann and Nick. Their continual love, support and
constant presence to take him to coaching sessions and events as
well as making necessary financial input has enabled him to reach
the pinnacle of his sport. He stresses that all young athletes need
this kind of support if they wish to rise up the rankings. It takes huge
sacrifices on behalf of their families to keep them motivated and
encouraged. However the role of the athlete themselves must not
be overlooked. Sheer determination, an intensely competitive spirit,
a sacrifice of other activities which their peers enjoy is needed, but
most of all they must love every minute of the training and
competition and all that goes with it.
Euan attended Pencaitland Primary School and then went on to
secondary school in Tranent. He represented Scotland at the British
Championships at the age of 12 and his rise to prominence kept
steady pace until he was invited to represent Team GB in Beijing in
2008. The photograph shows him with his bronze medal won at the
2010 world championships in Tokyo.
Euan is a self confessed shy person and believes this involvement
with the sport of his choice has helped him develop as an individual
as well as a medal winning international sportsman. He is passionate
about Judo as an activity as it is open to anyone of any height, size
and body shape. Clearly starting young is advantageous but anyone
can give it a try. Judo has a code of practice which Euan strongly
believes helps participants in their everyday lives; friendship,
respect, honour, self control and courage.
Reaching the British Olympic Team is the dream of any athlete. Euan
explained the route to selection is complicated and varies from
games to games. Competition to make the team is fierce so
selection is a real achievement.
The Olympic Village experience was very special with all the many
hundreds of top athletes immersed in their own sports along with
their own country’s best. Discipline and consideration for others is
strong within the village with regard to behaviour and hygiene is a
major priority to keep everyone healthy.
Having had our ‘local’ Olympic Games in London we have been
given an insight over the months leading to the games into just what
our top athletes need to do to get there. Many years of hard work,
sacrifice, commitment, dedication but most of all enjoyment for the
way of life chosen, all combine to produce an elite athlete. Their
coaches, families, friends and colleagues all contribute to bring
about the required standard just to qualify and then the goal is the
hope and expectation of achieving a medal.
His competitive career is still ongoing and he has recently been
appointed Judo coach at the National Judo Centre in Ratho.
We salute you Euan and wish you every success in your own
coaching career.
GH
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What’s a House Group?
Over the years, a number of house groups have met weekly in
Pencaitland and Ormiston, some in the day and some in the
evening, to give folk an opportunity to explore and discuss
different aspects of Christianity. Typically, this involves prayer,
praise and fellowship with others in a relaxed setting.

We have a team of volunteers who give
people with no transport a lift to Church
on Sundays, so if you’d like a lift, please
call Annie Brown on 340052.

The format might include studying a Bible passage with questions
to prompt discussion and aid understanding. There might be a
particular topic e.g. God’s Faithfulness which is covered in many
different Biblical texts. There might be prayer for individuals in
the group, or others known to the group, who are seeking God’s
help or healing. Praise songs are sometimes sung too.

Christmas… My house
smells of pine tree, candles,
mince pies and chocolate.
None of them taste as good
as they smell, I have
discovered , much to the
consternation of my
humans who were
convinced that I would be
poisoned. I was lucky not
to be taken to my least
favourite place in the
world, the torture house, or
"vets" as my humans call it.
No visit there is without
pain or humiliation and
usually both. The extra
treats I get for not biting
the hand that is squirting
cold liquid up my nose
hardly makes up for the
unpleasantness. Worse has
happened to me there, but
as this is about Christmas
and not Halloween, I will
not go into details. At
Christmas my humans like
to give me presents but I
prefer to give them
presents every day of the
year. I don't mean the ones
that they like to wrap in
green bags and put in the
bin; my gifts are an ecstatic
welcome (even if they have
just been gone for 10
minutes), soft ears to use as
stress toys and my
unconditional, unlimited
devotion.

As groups meet together and share
thoughts and experiences, trusting
relationships grow. Friendships are
developed and love and care for one
another results.
Newcomers are always welcome and
made to feel at home. For details of
the various home groups, contact Gill
Hamilton on 01875 340803.

Erratum
We’d like to apologise to Bob Yule for the typo in his poem, God’s
Wild Dreamer, which appeared in the Harvest 2012 edition of
PCN. One word in the final verse was incorrect which meant the
meaning was unclear. The verse should have read:

Another stitch in time
As reported in the last edition of PCN,
here’s the promised picture of the quilt,
made by children at Pencaitland
Primary School for its twin school in
Zimbabwe.
The quilt shows both local and Scottish
imagery including agriculture, the
thistle, the saltire, a castle and, of
course, tartan.
Well done to all involved!

You walked that day where wild death grows, and thought of me
You watched its menacing shadow grow, and died for me
God’s wild dreamer, God’s wild dream
The poem can be read in full in the amended online version at
www.pencacaitlandparishchurch.org.uk (community news).

Got a story
about
Pencaitland’s
past…?
We’d like to
include an
historical feature in
the newsletter and
would especially
welcome memories
and photographs of
Pencaitland’s
past—even better
if they’re a wee bit
out-of-the-ordinary
or unexpected...!

Poet’s Corner
Life, Which Way?
Life is a story - one for all,
we gaze, not in some crystal ball,
we seek not for things that fade and fall,
but for integrity.
Our surest way to walk through life,
to take the path with little strife,
may seem the safe and nicer way,
but pitfalls come.
We are not masters of our fate,
we can not enter every gate
that beckons us along that road.
Some gates are prisons.
So what to do, what choice to make,
is there a map, a guide to take,
a sat-nav for this earthly walk?
Yes – Jesus.

You’ve heard that name, so oft misused,
its beauty and its love abused,
but he it was who died and rose
For You.
But now I fear I’ve lost your trust,
for many sneer and treat as just
some ‘nutter’ those who see
Jesus in their midst.
But search your heart,
and find that part,
which knows it needs the peace and love
that only Jesus gives
Ask Him now to visit you,
to open your life to landscapes new,
to be your friend your whole life
through.
Rhona Bauld

N E W S L E T T E R @ P E N C A I T L A N D P A R I S H C H U R C H . O R G . U K

PENCAET COMMUNITY NEWS

Church Contact Details
Minister, David Torrance, can be contacted on 01875 340963 or by
email at minister@pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk
The individuals, pictured below, can all be contacted via the ‘Contact us’
page of the website www.pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk
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Scan the QR
code, below,
with your smart
phone for
instant access
to our website.

Who’s Who? Pictured left to right, below: David Torrance is our
Minister. Gill Hamilton, our Session Clerk, deals with day-to-day
administration. Eileen Henderson wears two hats as she’s the Website
Content Manager and also the Clerk to the Congregational Board.
Jim Lowe is our Treasurer. And Sarah Randell is Editor of PCN.

What’s On...?
We’re keen to include local, community events here so please email details to
newsletter@pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk

See http://pencaitland.org/whats-on and also
http://www.pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk/content/groups-activities
Regular classes and group activities at Trevelyan Hall, Bowling Club and Carriage
House—e.g. Pencaitland toddlers, zumba, dance, keep fit, quilting, NCT (see page 3).
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Wednesday 12 December

Pencaitland Day Centre Christmas Raffle
The raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 12 December at Trevelyan Hall, Pencaitland,
and the lunch is priced £1.50.

Christmas Fairs, December 2012
Saturday 1
Saturday 8

10am—12 noon, Ormiston Church
11am—2pm, Carriage House, Pencaitland Parish Church

Christmas Services, December 2012
Sunday 16
Sunday 23
Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

Nativity – 9:30am, Ormiston Church
Evening Nativity – 6:30pm, Pencaitland Parish Church
Joint Carol Service – 6:30pm, Ormiston Church
Family Service – 6pm, Pencaitland Parish Church
Family Service – 7:30pm, Ormiston Church
Watch Night Service – 11:30pm, Pencaitland Parish Church
Family Service (Communion) – 10:30am, Pencaitland Parish Church

All other Sunday Services are at the usual times i.e. 9:30am (Ormiston), 10:45am (Pencaitland) and 6:30pm (Ormiston).
Please note there will be Communion at all three services on Sunday 2nd and no evening service on Sunday 30th December.

In Brief
Winton Arms For the third year running Jamie and Elaine at the Winton Arms recently organised a
number of fundraising events in aid of Cancer Research which generated £2,650 so they’d like to
thank everyone who got involved and gave their support.
The pub has started running a coffee shop on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays from 10am until
1pm with hot drinks and home baking on offer.
Spar Shop Christmas opening Christmas Eve 7am-9pm, Christmas Day 10am-2pm, Boxing Day
8am-8pm, New Year’s Eve 7am-9pm, New Year’s Day 8am-8pm.
Old Village Shop Christmas opening Christmas Eve 6:30am-5pm, Christmas Day CLOSED, Boxing Day 9am-1pm,
27th-30th 6:30am-6pm, New Year’s Eve 6:30am-5pm, New Year’s Day CLOSED.
Operation Christmas Child Thank you to everyone who donated a shoebox full of gifts for children in Belarus.
Forty four boxes have been taken to the depot for shipment.
And finally... All good wishes for a very happy and peaceful Christmas from all at Pencaitland Parish Church.

