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Pencaet Community News
Pencaitland Parish Church
www.pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk
Please join us for any of our Good Friday and Easter Day services. Details are on page 5.
Welcome to the Easter 2015 edition of Pencaet Community News, produced by volunteers and printed on
paper from ethically managed forests. Thanks to all who contributed articles and helped in any other
way³Gillian, Margaret, Eileen, David, Frank, Francis, Susie, Fido, Ralph, Shona, Gill, Marilyn and Sarah.
We hope you enjoy the content and we value your feedback. Please send items for the Christmas 2015
edition no later than 1st November to newsletter@pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk Thank you.

Bonjour Gillian Henderson
ǯǡ ǡ  Ǥ
school, she chose to study Applied Languages and Translation at Heriot Watt, specialising in
French and German Ȃ speaking, writing, reading, interpreting and translating. Gillian also spent
time in Belgium and Germany to improve and perfect her grammar.

Pencaitland Parish Church
(Church of Scotland)
is a registered Scottish charity
(no SC004871)
the local Church is the hope for the world
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Today, Gillian is self employed as a freelance translator, working
from home in Pencaitland. Much of her work comes from the USA
and Germany and focuses on niche areas such as education and
computing. Being visually impaired is no hindrance as Gillian uses a

guide dogs lives too. At Queen Margaret University, she is a regular
visitor along with Star, her retired guide dog who is now more of a
family pet. As part of an initiative called Paws Against Stress, Star,
 ǡǲǳǡ 
spends time with students who are troubled or stressed to help them to keep calm. Students
who are away from home for the first time and those taking exams make good use of the
service. Gillian and Star also visit Flora Bank Nursing Home in
Haddington so that residents can enjoy spending time with a dog
and through a local charity Ȅ Strive Wellbeing Ȅ Gillian is a
befriender. As such she has visited older people who need a little
Ǥ ǡ ǯǡ 

Pencaitland War MemorialͶ
missing men found
6
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&ŝĚŽ͛ƐŵƵƐŝŶŐƐϳ

these visits and is well received due to her endearing nature.
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7

 ǯǤ  Ǥ
 ǡ ǯǡ 
the Thursday evening Prayer group in Pencaitland with friends from our Church here.

Got a story? Know someone with an interesting or inspiring life?
Email newsletter@pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk
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ĂǀŝĚ͛ƐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ
As a Christian minister it is always a great privilege to be
called alongside people at times of bereavement. It's never
an easy time for those left behind. Each situation is different
and, depending on the circumstances, there can be a widely
diffffering range of responses to the loss. These can vary
from a sense of tragedy and an agonising, heartfelt sense of
grief to a feeling of relief, either for the person who has died
and may have been suffering greatly or sometimes for the
person bereaved if the relationship has been very difficult.
Responses also vary greatly depending on attitudes to life
and death and the understanding of what lies beyond (if
anything). Questions of faith naturally play a large part in
that.
A popular funeral reading is found in the words of Henry
  ǲǳǤ 
begins: Death is nothing at alll, I have only slipped away into
the next room... And continues later: Speak to me in the way
which you alwayys did, put no diffffeerence into your tone... Liffe
means all that it ever meant. It is the same as ever it was...
Nothing is past or lostt... All is well.
But is this true? Is death really 'nothing at all'? Is it really
the case that nothing has changed and nothing is lost? While
I can understand the attempt to bring some sense of
comffo
ort, nevertheless there is something within me which
protests against these ideas. Things have changed. It is no
longer possible to speak to the person as before. Something
has been lost.
The Bible never trivialises the meaning of death and it
always regards it as an enemy. We were created for life, not
for sorrow, sickness or death. These things were never part
of God's purpose for humanity. They are intruders and are
unjustly distributed among us.

Ross Rocks Reading
Research shows that
reading is the most
important life skill to
ensure that young people
reach their full life
potential. Ross High School and its cluster primary
  Ǯ ǯ
which promotes reading within our communities.
Ǯ ǯ
some shops, the Loch Centre and other public places
and we are supporting this initiative by having a box in
the Carriage House. Please feel free to borrow the
books and donate books you have enjoyed. Help
promote reading by encouraging young people to read
anything Ȃ books, magazines, catalogues, brochures,
newspapers. Just like sports training, the more you do
it the better you become!

Online traffic jam
www.pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk
Throughout 2014, there were 5,300 individual visitors
to our website, almost 10,700 visits and over
62,000 pages viewed. There was a steady growth in
trafffic
i over 2014 and the busiest month was December.

While the Bible has much to say about how this situation
has arisen it also speaks very clearly of God's implacable
opposition to it and engagement with it, to the point where
he enters it himself in Christ, suffering alongside us, walking
in our shoes and ultimately dying our death Ȃ all with the
purpose of delivering us from the tragedy in which we find
ourselves and restoring his original purpose of life in its
fullness.

The top ten downloads were sermons. The top five
ǡ ǡǯǡ
Community Newsletter and Welcome to Pencaitland.
Significant numbers
stayed online for 30
minutes.

The events of Easter are a crucial insight into the nature of
God. Yet they also demonstrate a great victory won in our
name and on our behalf. The death of Christ was not
Ǯ̵ Ǥ   
to do this.
Our lives are still painfully assaulted by these things, yet
there is a power and presence available to us in the midst of
them Ȃ the power and presence of One who has 'been there'
Ȃ and there is a way of rising through them. Yet this is not by
the trivialising of such realities but by facing them in truth
and finding a way opened up beyond them. The
resurrection restores and re-establishes life and Christ calls
us in faith to lay hold of it.

Photos have recently
been added to the
ǯ
that visitors can put
faces to names and
Welcome to
Pencaitland contains
useful information
for newcomers.
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The Boggs Community AssociationͶplease help
Have you ever wondered about the
wooden building you pass on the B6363
in the Boggs Holdings between
MacPlants and New Town cottage? It's
the Boggs Community Hall, a facility run
by the Boggs Community Association. Its future is in jeopardy Ȃ it needs help.

History The Boggs Community Association has been in existence since 1956.

The Epic
Each Lent, our weekly home groups
all study the same text. This year,
we're reading The Epic by John
Eldredge, watching the
accompanying DVD together and
working though the study guide.
Here's a summary:

Back then local people purchased a NAAFI hut from the RAF station at Penston.

Life, for most of

The hut was dismantled and transported the few miles to Boggs Holdings

us, feels like a

where it was resurrected, as the Boggs Community Hall. The small area of land

movie we've

where it stands was donated by Winton Estate.

arrived to forty

For the first three or four decades the hall was

minutes late.

the focus of most of the social life of the small

Sure, good

holders in the Boggs. There were dances,

things happen,

socials, birthday parties, Christmas parties,

sometimes

whist drives and jumble sales all regularly

beautiful things. But tragic things

took place. The Boggs Scottish Country Dance

happen too. What does it mean?

Club moved to the hall in the early 60s. Fifty

We find ourselves in the middle of a

years later this is still going strong, attracting

story that is sometimes wonderful,

thirty or forty members every Monday evening

sometimes awful, usually a

from October to March. This high level of use

confusing mixture of both, and we

has fallen drastically so now the hall is used about once a week on average.

haven't a clue how we make sense of

Formal Organisation The Association is a registered charity (SC016872).

it all. No wonder we keep losing

The property (hall and grounds) is held in trust. There is a management

heart. We need to know the rest of

committee charged with running the Association whose actions are governed

the story. For when we were born,

by a constitution which lays down the Association's aims:

we were born into the midst of a
great story begun before the dawn

x

to promote the benefit of the inhabitants of the Boggs Community in the
Parish of Pencaitland and Lothian Region and environs without
distinction of political, religious or other opinions

x

to maintain and manage the Boggs Community Centre, Pencaitland

of time. A story of adventure, of risk
and loss, heroism and betrayal. A
story where good is warring against
evil, danger lurks around every

Reality on the Ground For many years the Association has been run almost

corner, and glorious deeds wait to

single handedly. The person involved can no longer continue. The Hall is an

be done. Think of all those stories

asset which could become a centre of community activity. It needs a handful of

you've ever loved. There's a reason

people willing to take some time and effort, first to continue into the immediate

they stirred your heart. They've

future and then to develop it as a modern facility. Are You interested? Will

been trying to tell you about the true

You Help? There will be a public meeting in the hall on Saturday 28th March

Epic ever since you were young.

at 2.30pm. There is also a Facebook group called Boggs Community Association

There is a larger story.

where people can contribute their opinions and ideas.

And you have a crucial role to play.
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Winton Estate Ͷ where to next?
Over the last year,
the Winton Estate
has held a number
of events to share its
future plans and
give local people an
opportunity to
comment. So we
asked a few
questions...

How are you planning to boost tourism?
Tourism has been a growing enterprise at Winton for the
last 15 years and the hope is that this will continue. It
began with events at Winton House and progressed to the
two self-catering properties. The events have expanded to
offer activities and demand for these continues to grow.
The house is perfect for many kinds of functions, but not all.
By adding Broomrigg Barns as a venue for rustic
gatherings, including weddings, an activity centre at
Broomrigg with an area of water to follow from sand
and gravel extraction and self-catering lodges
overlooking the same water feature, this will enable
the tourism enterprises to find a bright future, offering
more local employment Ȃ direct and indirect and to
contribute to the long-term sustainability of the estate.

What are the ambitious proposals for
Broomrigg Farm?
The proposals
emerging around
Broomrigg Farm
are what excite us
most from all of
these plans. The
old steading, with
its red doors,
oozes character
but is no longer
suited for modern farming; we would refurbish it as a
venue for rustic weddings and parties. A new building
to the west could accommodate a bakery, café, activity
centre and education space, all heated and powered by
a biomass boiler and wind turbine. New self-catering
accommodation within the woodland would overlook
landscaped lochs.
Winton Estate operates two luxury self-catering houses;
Winton Hill Farm House, sleeping twelve to fourteen people
ǯǡǡ
ten to twelve. The two are amongst the very best
self-catering properties in East Lothian. We propose, when
funds allow, to convert the steading area at Winton Hill for
a small number of self-catering units, though this is not a
priority.

Can you outline your plans for landscaped
lochs, flood prevention, wildlife habitats
and public access?
There are various
opportunities for mineral
extraction but sand and
gravel have the most
potential. Extraction
proposals cover four
fields next to the river
between Ormiston and
Pencaitland. Ideas for the
further four fields east of the Spilmersford Bridge are
longer-term proposals. Transportation routes would
be carefully planned to avoid disturbance.
The big prizes
from this
proposal are
leaving lochs
landscaped for
recreation,
improving
flood
prevention by
the River Tyne
and providing additional habitats for wildlife and
improved public access.
We propose involving SEPA, seeking to leave a
carefully planned flooded area to contribute to the
management of the floodplain and alleviate pressures
down-stream. As part of this, we would seek to create
the best habitats we can on land and water and the
areas in between. This would be balanced with the
desire to enjoy the wildlife with enhanced areas to
walk, connecting even more the routes between
Ormiston, New Winton and Pencaitland.

What are the management aims for the
estate woodlands?
The woodlands at Winton are an important part of the
landscape, covering 850 acres with half a million trees,
two thirds of which are broadleaves. Our management
aims are to produce high quality timber and wood for
fuel (firewood and chip) whilst seeking to offer
beautiful places to walk and a diverse habitat for
wildlife.
 Ǯ
ǯǤǡ
allow light to reach the ground and encourage natural
regeneration of trees from the seed source around.
Where we are particularly keen to see certain species,
such as Oak and Douglas Fir, we will plant these
amongst the trees that have proven to like the growing
conditions at Winton.

Pencaitland News_Easter15_8pp_Layout 1 26/02/2015 16:16 Page 5

What about other, longer term plans?
Estate Housing at New Win
i ton
At one time, building houses was commonplace on the estate on farms, in
Pencaitland and the early phase of New Winton. In the last century, only four
have been built yet there is demand for more. We plan to build gradually at
New Winton in small groups, complementing the surroundings, not
detracting from them. Community consultation would be the next step in this
process but the overall time frame for any development is long term and
depends on funds being available.
Renewable energ
gy
Winton Estate keenly supports renewable energy initiatives. A single,
farm-scale wind turbine is due to be erected in February 2015 at Nisbet Farm;
three similar ones are suggested for discrete installation on three other farms,
one being Broomrigg to link with other activities there. Likewise when
opportunities arise for biomass heating and solar panels on sheds, these will
be the favoured energy source.
Winton farmland
Farming has been the backbone of the
estate for centuries. The ambitious
proposals for Broomrigg Farm in
2016 (see page 4) would further local
employment and extend opportunities
for tourism.
Lochs created along the Tyne by the
proposed sand and gravel
excavations would create new wetland habitats as well as enabling
water-based activities.
Winton House
The jewel in the crown and a
millstone round the neck. Built to
entertain and impress, Winton is one
 ǯ  
important houses. It draws in visitors
but sucks out money. The annual cost
for maintenance is eye-watering and
barely offfset by tourism usage:
these estate plans are in part designed
to avoid resorting to the public purse
for assistance. As such, the fu
uture of the house is dependent on the success of
these proposals.

You've been sharing your plans in the spirit off openness and
transparency. How can people comment or offfe
er support?
We have sought to introduce our plans having considered the views
expressed a year ago at public meetings. We value comments on these and
have posted our proposals on twitter http://bit.ly/1h8UzYL and our blog at
http://www.wintonhouse.co.uk/news/ (where there is also a location map
that illustrates where developments are planned). This is a conversation
which will continue, though we are keen also to move forward in order to
deliver on the aspirations for tourism and the development of the estate.

ǯǫ
We throw open our doors on Sunday 19th April from 12:00 noon until
4:30pm for our annual spring charity day which will benefit Bethany Trust.
All are welcome.

Christ is Risen!
You are invited to join us
at our Easter services.
Please note the dates and times:
Friday 3 Ap
pril
Good Friday Communion
Pencaitland at 7:30pm
Sunday 5 Ap
pril
Easter Day early morning service
Ormiston at 8:00am
Easter Day Communion
Ormiston at 10:00am
Evening service with communion
Pencaitland at 6:30pm

Christ is Risen,
He is Risen Indeed!
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash; © 2012
Gettymusic and Alletrop Music (BM
MII)
(ad
a m. by MusicServices.org)

How can it be, the One who died,
Has borne our sin through sacriffice
i
To conquer every sting of death?
Sing, sing hallelujah.
For joy awakes as dawning light
ǯ Ǥ
Alive He stands, their Friend and King;
Christt, Christ He is risen.
CHORUS
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!
Oh, sing hallelujah.
Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed;
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.
Where doubt and darkness once had been,
They saw Him and their hearts believed.
But blessed are those who have not seen,
Yet, sing hallelujah.
Once bound by fear now bold in faith,
They preached the truth and power of
grace.
And pouring out their lives they gained
Liffe, life everlasting.
CHORUS
The power that raised Him from the grave
Now works in us to powerfully save.
He fre
r es our hearts to live His grace;
Go tell of His goodness.
CHORUS
ǯǡ ǯǨ
ǯǤ
ǯǡ ǯǨ
Now in heaven glorified.
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EĂŵĞƐDŝƐƐŝŶŐĨƌŽŵWĞŶĐĂŝƚůĂŶĚ͛Ɛ
War Memorial
This is an update on our We Will Remember Them feature,
both pieces researched and written by Susie Hamilton

John Gillies
The previous article
(in the Christmas 2014
edition of Pencaet
News) unfortunately
had wrong information
on John Gillies, as he is
not listed on the
Scottish National War
Memorial (SNWM)
or the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC).
He does have a headstone in Pencaitland Cemetery however
with the following inscription:
Ǯ   
died 15th Feb 1919 through illness contracted at Salonika
Ǥ ǤͷͿǯ
John Gillies was a Coal Miner before becoming a Private in
the Royal Field Artillery. He died at Winton North Lodge in
the Parish of Pencaitland and his death certificate states
ǣǮ ǡ  ǯǤ
James Logan
Also not included in the SNWM or CWGC is James Logan.
His headstone in Pencaitland Cemetery reads:
Ǯ    
who died on 21st June 1916 through illness contracted while
;   ͺǤǯ

David Wilson
Private David Wilson of 1st Battalion the Royal Scottish
Fusiliers is buried in Pencaitland Cemetery but is not
remembered on our War Memorial. His headstone
reads: ǮǤǤ 
ͷͷͿͷ;ͷǯǤThe CWGC records that
Pte Wilson was the son of the late David and Margaret
Bookless Brown Wilson and his name is remembered at
Ploegsteert Memorial in Belgium.

Casualties Recorded by Commonwealth War
Graves Commission, not on Memorial or in
Cemetery
L/Cpl James Hislop, 2nd battalion Royal Scots. Son of
Mrs. Isabella Hislop, of Nisbet Loanhead, Pencaitland,
East Lothian. Died on 19th November 1916 aged 27.
Remembered on the Thiepval Memorial.
L/Cpl John Turner Stirling 5/6th Battalion Royal Scots.
Son of Crawford and Elizabeth L. Stirling, of Samuelston
Mains, Pencaitland, Edinburgh. He died on 11th August
1918 at the age of 20 and is buried in Bouchoir New
British Cemetery. His headstone reads: Ǯ
ǯǤ
Gunner Thomas George Meston, Royal Garrison
Artillery 270th Siege Battery. Son of Mr. and Mrs.
Meston, of Duncrahill, Pencaitland, East Lothian. Killed
on 2nd July 1917 at the age of 23. Buried at
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery in Belgium. His
headstone reads: Ǯ
ǯǤ

It is presumed that he was discharged before dying of the
illness he contracted which is why he was not on the Roll of
Honour but he is remembered on our memorial in
Pencaitland.

Pte J G Walker 1st Battalion Cameron Highlanders.
Brother of John Walker, of Saltoun Barley Mill,
Pencaitland. Killed on 23rd September 1918 and buried
at Brie British Cemetery near The Somme.

William Anderson

Pte James Curtain, 1st Battalion Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers. Son of Mr. and Mrs. James Curtain, of Dalkey,
Co. Dublin; husband of Nellie Jane Curtain, of
Pencaitland House, Pencaitland, East Lothian. Killed on
9th August 1916 at the age of 25 and buried in Bedford
House Cemetery in Belgium. His headstone has an
inscription from his wife: Ǯ 
Ǥ Ǥǯ

William Anderson died through illness and is not recorded
on the Roll of Honour. He is buried in Pencaitland Cemetery
and his headstone bears the inscription:
Ǯ 
William who died 9th March 1918 through illness contracted
ǤǤͼǯ

WW1 Casualties not on the Memorial in
Pencaitland Cemetery
Alex Boss
Private Alex Boss, 2nd Battalion Royal Scots, is not
remembered on Pencaitland War Memorial but he is buried
in Pencaitland Cemetery where the headstone reads:
Ǯ  ͼͷͿͷͻ;Ͷ
year also his wife Ann Stewart who died 28th November 1914
in her 78th year also their sons William died 16th November
ͷͿͷͼǡͷͿͷͽǯǤ
Alex was 35 when he died and is remembered on the Arras
Memorial. He was the husband of Isabella Fieldes Boss, of
The Tower, Gullane, East Lothian.

Captain The Hon. Charles Henry Murray St Clair,
1st battalion Seaforth Highlanders. Son of the Rt. Hon.
Charles William, 15th Baron Sinclair and Margaret Jane,
Baroness Sinclair, of 55, Onslow Square, London; Nisbet,
Duns, Berwickshire; Herdmanston, Pencaitland,
Haddingtonshire. Killed on 20th December 1914 at the
age of 36. Buried in The Guards Cemetery, Windy
Corner, Cuinchy in the Pas de Calais. His headstone
ǣǮYounger son of Charles William St Clair, Fifteenth
Ǥǯ
Thanks to The Scottish War Graves Project
for some of this Information.
Part of the Scottish Military Research Group
(Registered Scottish Charity No. SC043826),
their website is at www.scottishmilitaryresearch.co.uk
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Love me, love my humans...

As the days are getting longer my humans and I are getting out around
East Lothian for longer walks. The variety of landscape in our beautiful
county is remarkable: heather moors, sandy beaches, riversides,
grasslands, ruined castles and ancient forts. The moors are my favourite,
there is just nothing like rolling about in lovely, scratchy heather. As a
very special bonus I sometimes find dead animals in the heather,

Thanks to all who came along to our
annual Christmas Fair last November
where many
excited children
met Santa.
We welcomed
and fed record
numbers and
raised £1,500.
Thanks too to
all those who
made beautiful
crafts and
baked fabulous
cakes.
It was a happy
day that is now established as a
Ǥǯ
date in your diary:
Saturday 5th December
Carriage House
11am to 3pm

putrefied to perfection for a delicious snack. My humans get quite
annoyed when I eat these little treats which is strange as usually they are
Ǯǯ  Ǥ
And yet they will let a perfectly decomposed grouse or rabbit go to
waste. Humans can be so illogical! Another example: they have now said
ǯ 
dangerous to take me due to the lambing. I have seen lambs before and
they look absolutely harmless, in fact I would really like to play with
them!
ǯ ǣ
Herring Road path a few weeks ago. My humans put me on the lead even
though I was not going to play with those huge beasts. Then my humans
Ǯ   
ǯǤ ǡ ǡ
sticks I have brought them, and all the plates I have licked clean, to use
  Ǥ ǯ
 Ǥȋǯ
for my help they would stay in bed for hours at weekends). Humans:
ǯǡǡǡ
 ǡ  ǯ
them.

Thank you from Tearfund
Christmas seems a distant memory
now but if you attended one of our
Christmas services did you wonder
how the money you donated was
spent? Thanks to your generosity we
were able to send £772 to Tearfund
Scotland to be used to help Syrian
refugees affected by the continuing
crisis in Syria. Tearfund is
supporting two kindergartens,
providing education and basic
essentials to 150 Syrian children,
teaching them hygiene and social
skills and also giving them a daily
snack to supplement their diet. Your
donations are greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
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Community Council News
Seeking Community Council Secretary

o

Grounds C
e
l
a
b

r

e

someone to cover our 10 meetings annually. Whilst

N

Pencaitland Community Council is on the look-out for

ǯ
role. Want to know more? Email chair@pencaitland.org

Faster broadband on the way
After 11 years of broadband in the village, it looks as if
Pencaitland will finally join the superfast lane when new

Maintenance. Design. Installation.
Phone: 01875 341595 Mobile: 07445 286558
Email: alex@noblegroundscare.co.uk
www.noblegroundscare.co.uk

cabinets go up, providing those close enough with speeds
that can theoretically go up to 85Mbps. This will be a
welcome improvement. To see if you are covered enter
your details at http://www.digitalscotland.org/
whereandwhen

Pencaitland CC objects to Local Development Plan
(LDP) inclusion of open cast mining location
Representatives from Pencaitland CC were at recent Area
 ǯ 
that there were big concerns regarding the inclusion of a
possible site for future open cast mining at the top of
Huntlaw Road in the draft LDP. Council officials say this is
not being supported by ELC.

Do you care about cycling in and around
Pencaitland?
The CC is seeking a keen cyclist to represent the views of
the community at East Lothian Cycle Forum. Events usually
happen during the day in Haddington. If you would like to
attend for this area please contact chair@pencaitland.org

Winton Estate engages with local communities on
future
Recently Winton Estate held events for community
members to participate in a discussion about the future of
the business, its plans and the potential impact it may have.
It was a follow-on from a previous meeting 15 months
earlier. Winton Estate has now released a PDF which
outlines some of the main themes surrounding the future
direction of the estate covered at those meetings, for the
benefit of those that couldn't attend, which can be found
here http://bit.ly/PCC2015A

Domestic Services
t Garden Design
t Complete Garden
t Maintenance Service
t Hard & Soft Landscape
Installation
t Lawn Care
t Tree Work
t Fencing

Commercial Services
t Grounds Management
t Application of Chemical
Herbicides & Pesticides
t Supply of Interior/
Exterior Plant Displays
t Chewing Gum Removal
t Steam Cleaning &
Pressure Washing
t Preventative
De-icing Treatments

